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“Sea Change”: Science Priorities

• Rates, mechanisms, impacts, etc….sea level 
rise?

• Coastal, estuarine ecosystems and linkages.
• Ocean biogeochemistry & physics…and 

climate.
• Biodiversity & resilience of ecosystems, & 

changes.
• Marine food webs in the coming century.
• Formation and evolution of ocean basins.
• Geohazards (‘quakes, tsunamis, landslides, 

volc.).
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• As noted by the report, these are not
prioritized.

• “Rather, they are ordered from the ocean
surface, through the water column, to the
seafloor.”

…AND…

• NSF has in the past, and will continue in the
future, fund excellent ocean science
regardless of topic, maintaining the highest
standards of external and internal review.
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“Sea Change”:  Other Key Aspects

• Cyber-infrastructure (CI) throughout OCE.

• Governance & community engagement of
OOI.

• Technology and development.

• Partnerships (interagency, private, etc.)



• Think about what we can do – not what we
can’t.
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• Eradicate the phrase “alternative career”.

The Path Forward: Guiding Principles
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