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In order to understand the influence of the March 11, 2011, MW 9.0 Tohoku-Oki earthquake on regional-scale
seismicity, we study the seismicity rate and focal mechanism solutions (FMSs) of earthquakes in northeast
China (NEC) before and after the megathrust event. Broadband seismic waveforms from 270 permanent and
temporary stations are used to invert for the moment tensors of 69 earthquakes between 2009 and 2013 in
the NEC. Our results show that there are distinct changes in seismicity rate on major NEC faults before and
after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki event although the seismic moment rate of the whole region remains roughly con-
stant. In comparison to a wide distribution of earthquakes before the Tohoku-Oki event, FMSs of crustal earth-
quakes in the NEC after the megathrust event can be categorized into two groups: strike–slip events with E–W
compression and normal-faulting events with N–S extension. Stress field inversions before and after the
Tohoku-Oki event suggest that the variations in seismicity and FMSs are due to a minor adjustment of regional
stress state imposed by themegathrust event, which is further confirmed by static Coulomb stress change calcu-
lations. Mantle-depth seismicity is also influenced by the megathrust event, possibly via a down-dip transfer of
compressional stress along the subducting plate, as manifested by the absence of moderate-sized mantle-
depth earthquakes (~MW 4–5) between May 2011 and April 2013 and the occurrence of deep-focus events
with P axes along the dip direction of the subducting Pacific Plate in E–W vertical cross-sectional view and in
WNW–ESE direction in map view.

© 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

The March 11, 2011, Tohoku-Oki earthquake (MW 9.0) ruptured an
area of approximately 500 × 200 km2 along the northeastern Japan
megathrust (Ammon et al., 2011; Fujii et al., 2011; Hayes, 2011).
Coseismic slip reached to more than 50 m near the trench (Yue and
Lay, 2011; Simons et al., 2011; Shao et al., 2011; Ito et al., 2011), and
was detectable in GPS measurements in a large area of East Asia
(Shestakov et al., 2012; Hwang et al., 2012; Wang et al., 2011). Near-
field static Coulomb stress change calculations have shown that some
aftershocks were triggered by the coseismic stress perturbation (Toda
et al., 2011a,b), and can be used to assist in the estimation of earthquake
occurrence probabilities in Japan (Hiratsuka and Sato, 2011). However,
nces, Peking University, Beijing
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it is not clear whether seismicity and stress in eastern China could be
obviously influenced by the Tohoku-Oki event.

The Northeast China (NEC) region (Fig. 1a) has a prevailing low-
level E–Wcompression (Ning and Zang, 1987; Xu, 2001), and is charac-
terized by two conjugate fault systems (Fig. 1b): a NNE–SSW-trending
right-lateral system, mainly containing the Nenjiang–Laohahe Fault
(NLF), Central Songliao Basin Fault (CSBF), Yilan–Yitong Fault (YYF),
Hunhe Fault (HF), and Dunhua–Mishan Fault (DMF); and a NW–SE-
trending left-lateral system involving mainly the Chenshu–Boli Fault
(CBF, Xu and Deng, 1996). The locations of these faults approximately
control the spatial pattern of seismicity in the NEC (Fig. 2a).

Locatedmore than 1200 kmaway from the Japan Trench (Fig. 1a), the
NEC is a suitable area for studying the possible influence of a megathrust
event on regional seismicity and stress field. In particular, this is the only
region in China where deep-focus earthquakes (N350 km) are recorded
as a result of the subduction of the Pacific Plate under the Eurasian
Plate extending northwestward beneath NEC (Huang and Zhao, 2006).
These deep-focus events allow us to simultaneously examine if and
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Fig. 1. (a) Topography of East Asia. Our study area, Northeast China, is indicated by the red box. The star marks the hypocenter of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake. Arrows indicate the
direction of maximum compressional stress in the region, modified from Xu (2001). (b) Seismic station distribution in Northeast China. We used waveform records from stations of the
NECESSARRAY (green) and NECSAIDS (yellow) temporary networks and the CEA (China Earthquake Administration) permanent stations (pink). Major faults are depicted by black lines
(Deng et al., 2007), and locations of volcanoes are marked by black triangles.
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how the megathrust event might influence the stress state at mantle-
depth, as their epicentral distances to the Japan Trench are similar to
those of the shallow events above them.

Previous statistics studies suggest that seismicity in the NEC has
some relation with the activities in the Japan Trench, manifested by de-
layed seismic activities following large earthquakes in the Japan Trench
area (Wu et al., 1979; Li andWang, 1996; Gao, 2011), although clear de-
scriptions and explanations are still lacking. However, recent Coulomb
Failure Stress change (△CFS) computations show that the Tohoku-Oki
earthquake is unlikely to significantly alter the stress field in the NEC
(Cheng et al., 2014). Therefore, it is important to quantitatively analyze
if a small△CFS (b0.01MPa)might still have influence on the seismicity
and the focalmechanism solutions (FMSs), in particular given the newly
acquired high-quality data. Earthquake detectability in the NEC has
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Fig. 2. Seismicity in northeast China. (a) Epicenters of 2024 earthquakes occurred before the To
Network Center (CENC) catalog. The sizes of circles are proportional to event magnitudes. Gree
troduced in the text. Thick green dashed lines indicate the buried faults inferred from lineations
The red line marks the time of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake. (c) and (d) show the monthl
improved tremendously during the last decade. As shown in Fig. 2(b),
the number of detected events grows significantly, providing a more
complete dataset for studying the regional response to a remote event
in seismicity and the FMSs (Zheng et al., 2010). Moreover, temporary
deployments of 129 stations of the NorthEast China Extended SeiSmic
Array (NECESSArray, 2009–2011) and 60 stations of the NorthEast
China Seismic Array to Investigate Deep Subduction (NECSAIDS, 2010–
2013) provide additional data and greatly enhance our ability to study
the seismicity and stress field in this region (Fig. 1b).

In this paper, we first report variations of seismicity around different
geological units (major faults) in our study region before and after the
Tohoku-Oki earthquake. Then we determine FMSs of moderate events
by the generalized Cut and Paste (gCAP) method (Zhu and Ben-Zion,
2013) and use them to invert for the spatial and temporal variations
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Fig. 3. 1D layered velocity model for Green's function calculation. The model contains the
structures of Sun (2005) for the upper 35 km (red) and the AK135 model (converted to
uniform layered structure) at greater depths (black).
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of regional stress field by applying the damped regional-scale stress in-
version method (DRSSI; Hardebeck and Michael, 2006). Furthermore,
we will calculate the static △CFS in the NEC due to the coseismic slip
of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake (Toda et al., 2011a, 2011b, 2011c).
Finally, these quantitative results will be used to analyze the influence
of the megathrust earthquake on the seismicity and FMSs in the NEC.

2. Data and method

2.1. Earthquake catalog and waveform records in the NEC

For catalog analysis, we collect 3606 crustal-depth events (b35 km,
ML ≥ 1.0) reported by the China Earthquake Network Center (CENC)
between 1970 and 2014, and 644 mantle-depth events (N350 km,
Mb ≥ 2.2) reported by the International Seismological Centre (ISC) in
the same period. For crustal-depth events, we use the CENC catalog
rather than the ISC catalog, because ISC employs the global seismic net-
works with coverage that is not as dense as CENC for recording small
shallow earthquakes (ML b 3) at a high level of completeness in our
study area.

For waveform analysis, we use broadband seismic records from
three regional networks to determine the focal mechanism solutions.
These include 116 permanent stations of the China Earthquake Admin-
istration (CEA, 2009–2013, Zheng et al., 2010), 129 temporary stations
of the NorthEast China Extended SeiSmic Array (NECESSArray, 2009–
2011) and 60 stations of the NorthEast China Seismic Array to Investi-
gate Deep Subduction (NECSAIDS, 2010–2013), as shown in Fig. 1(b).
We collected waveforms of earthquakes with magnitude ML ≥ 2.9 in
the NEC region reported by CENC from December 2009 to May 2013.
During this period, 119 earthquakes in total are selected for focal mech-
anism analysis.

2.2. Earthquake focal mechanism calculation

The focal mechanisms of moderate and large earthquakes (MW N 5)
are now routinely determined bywaveform inversion in the global CMT
catalog (Ekstrom et al., 2012). Waveform inversion relies on accurate
earthquake locations and velocity models in order to calculate Green's
functions to obtain reliable moment tensor solutions (e.g., Patton and
Zandt, 1991; Dreger and Helmberger, 1993; Romanowicz et al., 1993;
Zhao and Helmberger, 1994; Zhu and Helmberger, 1996; Herrmann
et al., 2011; Zhu and Ben-Zion, 2013). However, the crustal velocity struc-
ture of the NEC region has not been extensively studied, and themajority
of the NEC earthquakes are of small to moderate sizes (i.e., magnitude 3–
5), with source locations that are not well constrained. Therefore, we
choose the generalized Cut and Paste method (gCAP) of Zhu and Ben-
Zion (2013) to determine the FMSs.

The gCAP method, first developed by Zhao and Helmberger (1994)
and Zhu and Helmberger (1996), has the advantage of fitting P and S
waveforms simultaneously during inversion, thus relying much less
on the accuracy of earthquake locations and velocity structures. Zhu
and Ben-Zion (2013) further generalized the method to include the
non-double-couple source components. The moment tensor can thus
be decomposed into three source terms: isotropic (ISO), double-couple
(DC) and compensated linear vector dipole (CLVD). Two dimensionless
parameters ζm and χ are introduced to quantify the weights of the ISO
and CLVD components, respectively. The seismic moment tensor Mij of
an earthquake point source is expressed as (Zhu and Ben-Zion, 2013)

Mij ¼
ffiffiffi
2

p
M0 ζmIi j þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1−ζ2

m

q ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1−χ2

q
DDC
i j þ χDCLVD

i j

� �� �
; ð1Þ

where Iij is the 2nd-order identity tensor, Dij
DC and Dij

CLVD are normalized
DC and CLVD moment tensors, respectively, and M0 is the seismic mo-
ment. Thus, a complete description of the moment tensor is given by
six independent parameters: three scaling factors, M0, ζm and χ, and
the three angles, strike ϕ, dip δ and rake λ, for the orientations of the
fault plane and coseismic motion, which determine the deviatoric com-
ponents Dij

DC and Dij
CLVD.

In order to obtain synthetic waveforms efficiently, gCAP adopts
the frequency-wavenumber integration approach (Aki and Richards,
2002; Zhu and Rivera, 2002) to compute the Green's functions in a
one-dimensional (1D) layered velocity model. We adopt a layered
velocity model (see Fig. 3) that combines velocity structures for the
upper 35 km from a regional tomography study (Sun, 2005) and from
the global AK135 model (Kennett et al., 1995) for depths below 35 km.
During the inversion, three-component waveform records are cut into
five phase windows, including vertical and radial components of P
wave and all three components of S wave windows.

We then use the gCAP method to fit the recorded and synthetic
waveforms in all phase windows simultaneously by grid search. This
approach enhances the weight of P waveforms, as compared to the
whole-waveform inversion inwhich Swaveforms are thedominant fea-
tures to fit due to their much larger amplitudes. Time-shifts between
the synthetics and records of different phases can be used to adjust for
the deviations of travel times and earthquake location from their true
values. Window lengths for P and S waves are chosen as 35 s and 70 s,
respectively, while the frequency bands are 0.05–0.3 Hz and 0.02–
0.1 Hz (Zhao and Helmberger, 1994). Moreover, we use a factor of 2
for the weight of P wave relative to S wave for distance scaling, and
adopt grid spacing values of 2 km in depth, 6° in strike, dip and rake an-
gles, and 0.02 for both the scaling parameters of the ISO and CLVD
components.

Thresholds of correlation coefficients between the recorded and syn-
thetic seismograms are set as 65% for P wave and 70% for S wave. More-
over, the focal mechanisms are determined with at least 15 waveform
windows. After applying the above criteria, we obtain the FMSs of 69
earthquakes out of the 119 ML ≥ 2.9 events.

2.3. Stress orientation inversion

Earthquake focal mechanisms provide seismological constraints on
the stress orientations in the hypocentral region. Assuming that the
slip vector is parallel to the shear traction on the fault plane and the
magnitude of the shear traction on each plane that ruptures is similar,
the components of the unit slip vector and those of the stress tensor
have a linear relationship (Michael, 1984). To quantitatively examine
the stress change due to the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake, we also
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conduct a stress inversion based on the FMSs. We use the damped
regional-scale stress inversion (DRSSI) method of Hardebeck and
Michael (2006), which seeks a least-squares solution of the inverse
problem,

GTGþ e2DTD
� �

m ¼ GTd; ð2Þ

wherem is the model vector consisting of stress tensor components on
all the grid points and d is the data vector involving the slip components
of all the focal mechanisms.G is the data kernelmatrix derived from the
fault normal vector of all focal mechanisms. D is the damping matrix
and e is the damping coefficient. The damping term suppresses the
difference between the stress tensor elements at adjacent grid points,
thus allowing for a regional inversion without the need for subjective
division of earthquakes (Hardebeck and Michael, 2006).

The grid size used in stress tensor inversion depends on the spatial
density of the available FMSs. In this study, we only have 36 events be-
fore and 33 after the megathrust event that can be used in the stress
field inversion. After testing different grid sizes, we use the relatively
stable and reliable grid size of 2.0° in longitude and 1.0° in latitude.
We invert the stress orientations of crustal-depth and mantle-depth
events separately, and give half weight to lower-quality FMSs. Although
most of the grids relate less than five earthquakes (Table S2 in supple-
mentary material shows the number of mechanisms applied per grid),
the stress state in each grid is consistent with its neighboring grids,
which means that they do not change abruptly across grid. Due to the
large epicentral distance (1200 km), the inverted apparent stress field
that we discuss in this paper is a manifestation of the stress adjustment
on seismic faults in NEC due to the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake. Thus,
the inverted stress state is still resolvable although its implications need
to be carefully treated.
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The inverted result is also confirmed by our bootstrap test result. A
bootstrap method in software MSATSI (Martínez-Garzón et al., 2014;
Hardebeck and Michael, 2006; Lund and Townend, 2007) are applied
here to estimate the uncertainty of our results. We randomly generate
200 resamplings of the original dataset for crustal- and mantle-depth
earthquakes. The uncertainties are determined assuming 95% confi-
dence intervals. The bootstrap test results show that the orientations
of P-, N- and T-axes of stress inversion on each grid are concentrated re-
spectively in stereonet view, suggesting that the results of stress state
inversion is stable and resolvable. For more detailed descriptions
about the procedure of inversion and corresponding bootstrap tests,
please refer to Supplementary Material Fig. S1.

3. Results

3.1. Seismicity and focal mechanism solutions in the NEC

The seismicity in the NEC between July 2008 and November 2013 is
shown in Fig. 4. We collected 2857 earthquakes of ML ≥ 1.0 from CENC,
inwhich 1275 events occurred before the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake.
In general, the level of seismicity throughout NEC is relatively low com-
pared to other seismically active zones, such as North China, and the
largest shallow-focus earthquake within the spatial–temporal range of
our study is ML 4.2. As shown in Fig. 2(c) and (d), both the seismicity
rate and total moment do not vary much before and after the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake. Besides, the spikes in seismicity around 2013
and 2014 in Fig. 2(c) is probably due to the local earthquake on 22
April 2013 (ML 5.3, 122.3°E, 42.9°N; see Fig. 4), resulting in a brief period
(about two weeks) of seismicity increase within the surrounding area.
The total moment (Fig. 2d) does show a normal fluctuation, rather
than a sharp increase, around the same period.

However, in the vicinity of major faults marked by the green boxes
in Fig. 4(a), there is a noticeable change in crustal seismicity rate. Taking
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the uncertainties in both earthquake locations and fault geometries into
account, we conduct a statistical analysis using events in a 50-km wide
zone along each fault as shown in Fig. 4(a). The result in Fig. 4(b) shows
that the number of events clearly increases along southern YYF (SYYF),
and buried CSBF (BCSBF), slightly increase along northern YYF (NYYF),
while decreases along the central part of the YYF (CYYF), and the eastern
part of the CBF (ECBF).

At the mantle depths, Fig. 5(a) shows the deep earthquakes in the
NEC between 1970 and 2014, which indicates that the ISC catalog has
a lower magnitude detection threshold than that of CENC, as it records
many smaller deep-focus earthquakes around the level of magnitude
3. Furthermore, the number of reported events had a sharp increase in
1995 due to the improvement of monitoring ability. Thus, our discus-
sion for deep-focus earthquakes will be based on the 1995–2014 ISC
catalog, as shown in Fig. 5(b). There is an apparent lack of moderate
earthquakes (magnitude 4–5) from May 2011 to April 2013, which
might be due to the stress field adjustment related to the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake since the gap began shortly after it. We will
discuss its possible mechanism in the Discussion section.

We determined 69 FMSs (2.9 ≤ MW ≤ 6.8) of events from December
2009 toMay2013 by the gCAPmethod, including36 earthquakes before
the 2011 Tohoku earthquake, and 33 after (see Fig. 6 and the supple-
mental material Table S1 for detailed information). The dense distribu-
tion of stations employed in this study helps constrain the moment
tensor solutions down to magnitude 2.9. Two additional focal mecha-
nism solutions reported in the GCMT catalog after May 2013 are also
included in Fig. 6.

As Fig. 4(c) shows, before the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake, the di-
rections of the P axes in the crust are diverse, which strongly depend
on the local stress state and are weakly controlled by the background
low-level E–W compression. After the megathrust event, however, the
P axes of the strike–slip events rotated to roughly E–W orientation. By
comparison, the horizontal component of P axes of large deep-focus
earthquakes rotated anticlockwise after the Tohoku-Oki event from
WNW–ESE toWSW–ENE. We highlight in Fig. 4(d) the P axes of events
of MW N 5.5 with solid circles while smaller events with hollow circles,
as the FMSs of the larger deep events are more precisely determined
and more representative of the regional stress state.

3.2. Stress adjustment due to the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake

The inversion results of the stress field before and after the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake are shown in Fig. 7(a) and (b), respectively.
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grid point. The observable change in the stress orientation of stress field,
although the changesmight not be large, is consistent with the observa-
tion of seismicity rate. The epicentral distance of NEC area is more than
1200 km, resulting in small changes in stress amplitude (as shown by
our Coulomb failure stress change result will shows in Section 3.3) but
observable rotation of P axes (Fig. 4c and d). Moreover, the effect of
the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake on stress state of seismic faults in the
NEC is roughly a horizontal E–Wextension, paralleled to the orientation
of P axes. Therefore, we focus on discussing the rotation of P axes orien-
tation in this study.

Wehighlight four areaswith various types of noticeable variations in
Fig. 7. In the north of our study area (marked by gray ellipses), the direc-
tion of maximum compression rotated from roughly E–W to WNW–
ESE, parallel to the P axis of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki megathrust event. In
the area marked by purple ellipses, the level of background horizontal
compression is relatively low before the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake,
while after the megathrust event, the direction of σ1 became much
more uniform, with a more-or-less horizontal and E–W orientation. In
the southwest corner (marked by orange ellipses), on the other hand,
the direction of σ1 became almost vertical after the Tohoku-Oki event,
which indicates a release of horizontal stress in that area. Chen et al.
(2012) presented the coseismic GPS observations in the NEC induced
by the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake based on GPS observation. Their
coseismic strain result also shows sub-horizontal E–W extension at
crustal-depth, which agrees with our stress state inversion as shown
in Fig. 7(b). Comparatively, the horizontal projections of σ1 indicated
by the mantle-depth earthquakes (marked by green circles) changed
from WNW–ESE to WSW–ENE after the Tohoku-Oki earthquake.

3.3. Static Coulomb failure stress change

Toquantify the effect of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake on the faults
in the NEC, we also calculate the Coulomb Failure Stress change (△CFS)
on the major faults there using Coulomb 3.3 (Toda et al., 2011a; Lin and
Stein, 2004; Toda et al., 2005).△CFS in our study is defined as

ΔCFS ¼ Δτ−μ � Δσn; ð3Þ

where Δτ, Δσn are the changes in shear and normal stresses respectively
(positive for compression), and μ is Coulomb frictional coefficient (King
et al., 1994). Due to the large epicentral distance, differences in the
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minor details of different co-seismic slip models do not matter much in
our Coulomb stress calculation. Here we use the co-seismic slip model
from Yue and Lay (2011) derived from high-rate GPS data. We vary the
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also representative of friction coefficient values adopted in most other
△CFS calculations (e.g., King et al., 1994). Here we also assume that the
maximum compressional principle axis is roughly horizontal and along
E–W direction according to our stress state inversions and previous
studies (Ning and Zang, 1987; Xu, 2001), and that themaximum exten-
sional principal axis in this region is also horizontal.

As shown in Fig. 8(a), the△CFS is nomore than 0.01MPa in theNEC
region, which is roughly in accordance with a recent study on the influ-
ence of the 2011 Tohoku megathrust earthquake in eastern China
(Cheng et al., 2014). In addition, the radial pattern and stress amplitude
variation based on the Coulomb Failure Stress change calculation is con-
sistent with the horizontal deformation of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earth-
quake (see Fig. 2(b) of Tregoning et al., 2013). Despite the small △CFS
values, they can still predict to the first degree the changes of seismicity
rate.△CFS is larger on NYYF and SYYF than on CYYF, where we show in
Fig. 4(b) that seismicity rate along the Yilan–Yitong Fault (YYF) has in-
creased on its northern and southern segments (NYYF and SYYF) but
decreased on the central part (CYYF). This difference in the seismicity
rate change along the three YYF segmentsmaybe explained by their dif-
ferent fault strike orientations. Both NYYF and SYYF have strikes closer
to N–S than CYYF, which would result in a larger reduction in normal
stress and a smaller reduction in shear stress, hence moving closer to
the Coulomb failure criteria. According to the seismicity distribution, a
buried right-lateral fault (BCSBF) seems to extend parallel to SYYF in
Fig. 8(a). Since it also has a nearly N–S strike, it would tend to induce
a larger △CFS, and hence a seismicity increase after the megathrust
event.

However, Coulomb stress changes on some faults do notmatch their
seismicity rates after the Tohoku-Oki earthquake. One of the possible
reasons is that we have used a spatially uniform frictional coefficient
while in reality it may vary among individual faults. Given the same
reduction of E–W compressional stress (Δσn), a larger frictional coeffi-
cient would lead to larger Coulomb stress changes (see supplementary
material Fig. S2).

In the eastern part of Chenshu–Boli Fault (ECBF), the decrease in
seismicity rate (Fig. 4b) is in contrast to the increase in Coulomb stress.
It is possible that some stress in the area had been released during aML
4.5 earthquake that occurred on December 19, 2009, along ECBF. Hence
the Coulomb stress increase due to the Tohoku-Oki earthquake was not
big enough to accelerate further seismicity, despite the fact that it is the
highest for the cases shown in Fig. 8(a). Moreover, seismicity became
sparse along ECBF two months after the megathrust event (see Fig. S2
in supplementary material). Comparing with the other fault zones
that have smaller △CFS and instant seismic response to the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake, we consider the low seismicity in ECBF area
is a result of local effects but not related to the Tohoku-Oki earthquake.

We illustrate in Fig. 8(b–d) the FMSs of earthquakes located around
the NYYF, SYYF and BCSBF fault zones (black boxes in Fig. 8a) from
December 2009 toMay2013 using the lower-hemisphere stereographic
projections. The FMSs of earthquakes occurring along the faults NYYF,
SYYF and BCSBF agree well with the strikes of the faults, suggesting
that the △CFS on the strike–slip faults can be a good indicator for the
influence on the stress state by the megathrust event, as shown in
Fig. 8(b)–(d).

Moreover, the value of △CFS decreases with epicentral distance in
general (Fig. 8a). Thewestward reduction is also consistentwith the re-
sults that the northwest corner of our research area does not have as
much variation in both seismicity and stress state as in the eastern
part (Figs. 4 and 7). Besides, the stress perturbation effect is more nota-
ble on right-lateral faults (striking NE–SW) than on left-lateral ones
(striking NW–SE) based on the seismicity change on the major faults
(Fig. 4a). Our inferred faulting types (left-lateral or right-lateral), as
shown in Fig. 8(e), are in accordance with the geological evidence
from paleoseismicity studies (Xu and Deng, 1996).

3.4. FMSs at mantle-depth

To verify whether the FMSs of mantle-depth earthquakes deter-
mined in this study have a systematic change in the horizontal compo-
nents of P axes after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake, we compare our
result with 23 GCMT solutions for deep-focus earthquakes in the same
region from January 1976 up to the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake (see
Table S3 in supplementary material for details). In general, the direc-
tions of the horizontal components of P axes before the 2011 Tohoku-
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Oki earthquake are predominantlyWNW–ESE, consistent with the sub-
duction direction. Only three GCMT solutions have P axes with horizon-
tal components in WSW–ENE direction (see Table 1 for details). After
the megathrust event, P axes rotated anticlockwise to WSW–ENE, as
shown in Figs. 4(d) and 9(a), although somemargin of errors in themo-
ment tensor solutions cannot be ruled out due to limited observations.

We further investigate the features of mantle-depth events in the
cross-sectional view. Fig. 9(b) shows the projection of events in the
dashed black box in Fig. 9(a) on to the vertical cross-section marked
by the thick black line). Events reported by the ISC catalog between
1970 and 2011 (before the megathrust earthquake) delineate the
subducting Pacific Plate below NEC (gray dots in Fig. 9b). Earthquakes
in the cross-section mainly gather in two clusters, at the depths from
420 km to 460 km and from 520 km to 580 km.

Their FMSs fall into two groups based on the orientations of their P
axes. Group 1 events have P axes parallel to the dip direction of the
subducting Pacific Plate (events #1, 4, 6–7, 9 and 11–13, red or blue
circles with black outlines in Fig. 9b), whereas the P axes of Group 2
events are more horizontal and along the trench (perpendicular to the
cross-section in 8(b); events #2–3, 5, 8 and 10, blue circleswith red out-
lines). The three events that occurred after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earth-
quake (#11–13) and events above the deeper cluster (#1, 4 and
6) belong to Group 1, while majority of the events in Group 2 delineate
the outer margin of the deeper cluster. The magnitudes of Group 1
earthquakes are generally larger than those of Group 2. T axes of most
events are perpendicular to the dip direction of the subducting plate
(in cross-sectional view), except for events #4, 9, which have horizontal
T axes along the trench (that is, roughly parallel to the P axes of Group 2
events). Moreover, Fig. 9(b) provides more details on the seismic gap
mentioned in Section 3.1. At the depth range of the deeper cluster,
there are no events detected between the occurrence times of events
#11 and #12, as the color bar in Fig. 9(b) shows. In the meantime,
only smaller events occurred during these two years at shallower depth.

4. Discussion

The 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake increased the global seismicity
rates for at least several days (Gonzalez-Huizar et al., 2012). In North-
east Asia, the influence of the megathrust event on the regional focal
mechanism solutions (FMSs) may last for several years to decades due
to the perturbation to the stress field (Wang et al., 2012). Our analyses
here focus on elastic response to the megathrust coseismic slip for two
reasons. First, the coseismic slip in the NEC area induced by the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake is equivalent to 12.7 years of cumulative back-
ground strain, based on the estimation of GPS observation (Chen et al.,
2012), which may result in accelerated seismicity, as we have observed
in this study. Second, the earthquakes we study here are either at
crustal-depth (b35 km) or within the subducting plate at the mantle
depths, where elastic properties should still dominate at the short 4-
year postseismic time scale. Therefore, our discussion will focus on the
effects of the coseismic slip of the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake, taking
the NEC region as an example to show how a distant MW 9 earthquake
impacts on the seismicity, earthquake focal mechanisms and stress
state.

The overall seismicity rate in the NEC did not change significantly
after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake, which is reasonable since the
Table 1
Information on three deep-focus events before the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake in GCMT
catalog showing WSW–ENE-oriented P axes, with right-lateral strike–slip FMS to the
events occurring after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake.

Date Longitude
(°)

Latitude
(°)

Depth
(km)

Magnitude
(Mw)

Azimuth of P
axes (°)

1983-10-08 130.39 44.18 573 6.1 261.00
2008-05-19 131.96 42.51 530 5.9 240.83
2009-03-13 133.91 43.37 445 4.8 259.96
distance to the source area is more than 1200 km and the change of
static Coulomb stress is less than 0.01 MPa. Nevertheless, the change
in the number of earthquakes on the major faults, in particular on the
NEN–SWS striking faults, is not negligible. As shown in Section 3.1, the
number of events along the NYYF, SYYF and BCSBF faults increased
while it decreased along faults CYYF and ECBF.

Meanwhile, the characteristics of the FMSs before the 2011 Tohoku-
Oki earthquake vary from one place to another. Such observations,
alongwith the relatively low seismicity and the small tomoderatemag-
nitudes of the events, indicate a low-level background stress within the
NEC region. After the megathrust event, the shallow earthquakes can
mainly be divided into two groups, strike–slip events with compres-
sional stress oriented E–W and normal-fault events with extensional
stress pointing N–S, as shown in Fig. 6.

The first group, strike–slip events with E–W compressional axes, is
the dominant type in the NEC region after the megathrust event. It is
probable that the nearly E–W (direction of the P axis of the Tohoku-
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Oki earthquake) extension caused by themegathrust event to our study
area has the effect of changing the normal and shear stresses of existing
faults in North China and triggers strike–slip events. As Fig. 10 illustrates,
the E–Wextension due to the Tohoku-Oki earthquake unloads the faults,
leading to a decrease in both normal and shear stresses (positive for
compression). When the decrease in normal stress is greater than that
of the decrease in shear stress (strike φ close enough to N–S direction),
Coulomb stress increases. If we consider the stress change in the context
of a Mohr circle diagram, the Coulomb–Mohr circle moves closer to the
Coulomb failure envelope in this scenario. The static △CFS calculation
provides a quantitatively consistent result. The positive values of the cal-
culated static Coulomb stress changes on faults within gray and purple
ellipses in Fig. 7(b) can well explain the strike–slip events there with
E–W compression after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake, which also
agrees with our stress inversion results.

The second group of earthquakes also results from the additional
E–W tensile stress. Before the megathrust event, the maximum com-
pressional principle stress within the orange ellipses in Fig. 7 is roughly
E–W, which agrees with the background stress. The 2011 Tohoku-Oki
earthquake triggered a roughly E–W tensile stress on the original
low-level E–W compressional background stress field, which decreases
the previous maximum compressional principle stress. The maximum
principle stress thus became more vertical, a favorable condition for
N–S tensile normal-faulting earthquakes.

In summary, anMW9megathrust earthquakemaynot have a notice-
able influence on the overall seismicity rate on regional scale of distance
more than 1200 km away. However, for tectonic faults where stress
state is near critical for earthquake faulting, even a small perturbation
in the stress field can result in accelerated seismicity, depending on
the location, strike, dip, rake, and frictional properties of the faults. In
the NEC, faults with strikes parallel to the Japan Trench, nearly vertical
dipping, higher friction coefficient and critically stressed are all favor-
able conditions for the triggering of seismic slip. In addition, we found
that a △CFS of less than 0.01 MPa can influence the characteristics of
the FMSs at crustal depths. Differences in focal mechanisms of crustal
earthquakes after the Tohoku earthquake are probably due to the varia-
tion in the local stress state. In this study, the roughly E–Wcompressional
stress is smaller in areas with primarily N–S extensional normal-faulting
events than in other areas of the NEC region.

On the other hand, compressional stress in the Pacific Plate due to
tens of meters of interplate movement near the Japan Trench would
be transferred down to mantle depths along the plate. Since the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake is a low-angle megathrust event, the direction
of stress transfer is mainly down-dip. In cross-sectional view, the stress
in the dip direction gets strengthened in the subducting plate. Before
the megathrust earthquake, we observe two groups of mantle-depth
FMSs as shown in Fig. 9(b): 1) P axes parallel to the dip direction; and
(a) (b)N

Before After

Fig. 10. Sketch for the stress change on a fault of strike φ. (a) Light and dark blue arrows
represent the maximum compressional principle stresses before and after the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake, respectively. Red arrows indicate the change of normal and
shear stresses on the fault. (b) Mohr circle diagram of the stress field. As the red arrow
illustrates, the regional stress change due to the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake may in-
crease the chance of fault rupture in Northeast China by moving the Mohr circle closer
to the Coulomb failure criterion line.
2) P axes parallel to the slab strike. The stress perturbation due to the
megathrust event is thus favorable for promoting Group 1 events by in-
creasing the maximum principle stress along dip, meanwhile inhibits
Group 2 events. Distribution of deep-focus events after the megathrust
earthquake does agree with the effect of the stress perturbation. In fact,
all three events after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake belong to Group
1. As Fig. 9(b) shows, Group 2 events tend to occur at the outer margin
of the deeper cluster while Group 1 events are aligned inside the
shallower and deeper clusters. The lack of moderate (~MW 4–5) events
in the deeper cluster between May 2011 and April 2013 may be partly
due to the suppression of Group 2 events, which are mostly of medium
sizes. In addition, we consider that the MW 5.4 event on May 10, 2011
(event #11) is highly related to the stress variation of the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake (Li et al., 2013). This earthquake probably re-
leased a significant amount of stress at depth. All the aforementioned
factors may have led to the quiescence of MW 4–5 earthquakes until a
MW 6.2 earthquake occurred on April 5, 2013 (event #12), which may
have triggerred other earthquakes due to stress adjustment. The seis-
micity at depth then subsequently resumed, as seen in Fig. 5(b).

Some statistical studies have proposed thatmegathrust events in the
Japan Trench have a delayed positive correlation on the time scale of
years with increased seismicity at mantle depths in the NEC region
(Wu et al., 1979; Li andWang, 1996; Gao, 2011), probably also implying
the role of stress perturbation along the subducting Pacific Plate. Our
study is the first to focus on the short-time scale (right after the 2011
Tohoku-Oki earthquake) influence of a megathrust event on both the
seismicity and FMSs at mantle depths 1200 km away. Further work is
required to confirm our conjecture and to reveal the details of how a
shallowmegathrust eventmay lead to a seismicity gap and earthquakes
at themantle depthwith preferred orientation of P axes. Related studies
about dynamic rupture processes of mantle-depth earthquakes in the
NEC region, such as those for the May 24, 2013, MW 8.3 Sea of Okhotsk
earthquake (Zhan et al., 2014; Ye et al., 2013; Meng et al., 2014), will
shed light on the mechanism of NEC deep-focus earthquakes.

5. Conclusion

Using the waveform records between 2009 and 2013 from the CEA,
NECESSARRAY, and NECSAIDS arrays, we determine the focal mecha-
nism solutions of 69 earthquakes that occurred in the NEC at both crust-
al and mantle depths. Comparisons of the focal mechanisms and
seismicity rate in the NEC before and after the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earth-
quake reveal that, except along the major active faults, seismicity
did not change significantly at crustal depths, which is consistent with
the result of the static Coulomb stress change generally less than
0.01 MPa. After the megathrust earthquake, the number of events in-
creased along northern Yilan–Yitong Fault (NYYF), southern YYF
(SYYF), and buried Central Songliao Basin Fault (BCSBF)while decreased
along the central part of the YYF (CYYF). The static Coulomb stress
change is larger on NYYF and SYYF than on CYYF. The FMSs of shallow
events can mainly be divided into two groups after the megathrust
event: strike–slip events with E–W compressional axes and normal-
faulting events with N–S extensional axes. Based on these results, we
conclude that for the strike–slip events, a roughly E–W extensional
force (in the direction of the Tohoku-Oki earthquake P axis) caused by
the megathrust event has changed the normal and shear stresses on
major active faults in the NEC and accelerated seismicity on them. On
the other hand, the megathrust earthquake superimposed a roughly
E–W extensional stress on the original low-level E–W compressional
background stress, which changed the maximum compressional princi-
ple stress to a vertical direction and hence facilitated the N–S extension
of the normal-faulting events.

After the megathrust event, moderate-sized mantle-depth earth-
quakes (~MW 4–5) were absent in the NEC between May 2011 and
April 2013, possibly due to the local stress release by an Mw 5.4 event.
Tens of meters of interplate coseismic movement at shallow depth in
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the trench area may have led to a noticeable down-dip transfer of com-
pressional stress in the Pacific Plate. Thus, the stress perturbation at
mantle depth may have facilitated the events with P axes parallel to
the dip of the subducting Pacific Plate in cross-sectional view and
oriented WNW–ESE in map view.
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